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Safety Is no accident

As much as parents and  who are over the age of 12
other adults try to protect chil- should only be there if they

“The power equipment
used can be just as dangerous

dren from harm, youth often  are the operator and have had as larger equipment. Youth

participate in activities that a good amount of safety and
put them in harm’s way. For- operating instructional train-
tunately a number of Exten-  ing.

under age 12 shouldn’t use
power equipment without di-
rect adult supervision and

sion/4-H safety programs have  Not only are farm machin- training,” Hackett said.
been developed to take a pro- ery something to be concerned“Anyone involved in lawn
active approach against inju- about, caution also needs to becare and maintenance should

ries and even death. exercised with All Terrain
The Oklahoma 4-H Pro-  Vehicles.

gram offers Tractor and Ma- “ATVs are popular as rec-

chinery Certification for youth reation vehicles, but parents

always use proper safety
equipment and wear proper
clothing and footwear.”

Sun exposure also is a key

ages 14 and 15, said Kevin  and riders must make sure thatsafety issue for 4-H families,

Hackett, Northwest District the ATV is the appropriate
program specialist. size for the rider and that they
“Youth who successfully  always use the proper safety
complete the course are then equipment regardless of the
legally allowed to work on a  setting or length of ride,” he
farm,” Hackett said. “This said. “Most ATVs are built for
course has piqued the interest only one rider. A good rule to
of many families who now keep in mind is that if there’s
attend classes together. Trac- just one seat, there’s room for
tor rollovers and runovers are the operator only.”
the No. 1 cause of death to More than 20 Farm Safety
children on a farm. With some Days take place in Oklahoma
training, these accidents can each year with most affiliated
hopefully be avoided. and supported through the
Even though it may be tra- Progressive Agriculture Foun-

whether they are involved in
leisure activities, project work
or farm and yard work. Proper
sun, wind and temperature
precautions should always be
taken.

Hackett said the 4-H pro-
gram sees a number of reports
in record books of youth pre-
paring talks and demonstra-
tions on farm and home safety
topics. These youth also pro-
vide related workshops at
overnight and day camps, mall
days, summer workshops and

dition to give children rides on dation. Tractor and Machinery project days.

the tractor or other farm
equipment, it's not a good at a number of county fairs
idea. It takes just a second for across the state, as well as at
a child to fall and the results  State 4-H Roundup and the
can be deadly. Injury and Tulsa State Fair.

death can result to an extra Another area in which
rider even when in an en-
closed cab.”

Even if children ask, never the state earn money during
let a child younger than 12 the spring and summer
years of age on or near a trac- months doing lawn care for
tor or other equipment. Those friends and neighbors.

Operators contests take place

“Safety is something that
should always be practiced
every day and never taken for
granted. It can mean the dif-
ference in life and death. Al-
though many people may re-

safety must be a top priority is call the time their grandpa
lawn care. Many youth around took them on a ride on the

combine, safety must be the
number one factor. Remem-
ber, it's easier to bury a tradi-
tion than a child,” he said.

Oklahoma State University, U.S. Department of Agjtiore, State and Local Governments cooperatinglal®ma Cooperative Extension
Service offers its programs to all eligible persoegardless of race, color, national origin, religigender, age, disability or status as a vet-

eran, and is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
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Woods County Cooperative Extension Service
407 Government Street - Room 11
Alva, Oklahoma 73717-2260

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
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