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4-H program gearing up for Centennial celebration 

oped   at    the    OSU   Botanical    
Garden,   which   is   home   to   the   
studio    garden     of      the    popu-
lar   OETA  television program 
Oklahoma Gardening. 4-H’ers from 
around the state will help Oklahoma 
Gardening staff in planning, prepar-
ing and planting the special com-
memorative garden, which is avail-
able for viewing. 
      
      For those who enjoy traveling, 
consider taking part in the 4-H Cen-
tennial Road Trip. This is an oppor-
tunity to visit places significant to 
Oklahoma 4-H, allows 4-H’ers to 
meet club members from around the 
state and learn more about Okla-
homa. 
      
      “We’re very excited about all of 
the activities that are planned to cele-
brate the history of one of the  
greatest youth organizations in the 
world,” Stewart said.  
 
      “In addition to these statewide 
events, we are encouraging all coun-
ties to plan their own centennial 
events throughout 2009 to celebrate 
the 100th birthday of 4-H.” 
 
 
 
 

     What started out as a corn club in 
Tishomingo has turned out to be 
Oklahoma’s largest youth organiza-
tion. In 1909, W. D. Bentley, known 
as the “father of Extension work” in 
Oklahoma, started what was recog-
nized as the first official 4-H club in 
Oklahoma – a corn club of 50 mem-
bers. 
      
      Today the 4-H program is more 
than 158,000 members strong, is 
available in all 77 counties and is on 
the cusp of celebrating its centen-
nial. 
      
      Jessica Stewart, state 4-H mar-
keting coordinator – promotions and 
special programs, said plans are 
underway for a celebration that will 
last for nearly a year and a half. 
      
      “The Oklahoma 4-H Centennial 
celebration officially kicked off dur-
ing State 4-H Roundup on July 30,” 
Stewart said. “More than 900 youth 
and adults celebrated with a cake-
cutting ceremony at the birthday 
bash.” 
      
      Oklahoma 4-H’ers also will 
have the opportunity to celebrate the 
history of the 4-H program at the 
2008 and the 2009 Oklahoma State 
Fair and the Tulsa State Fair, as well 
as county fairs. Special classes have 
been created for all of the fairs that 
will allow 4-H alumni to enter spe-
cial collections, scrapbooks and 
memorabilia from their 4-H days. 
      
      “Following the fairs we hope to 
be able to display these historical 
artifacts and winning exhibits at 

various museums across the state,” 
she said. 
     Another centennial celebration 
project is an Oklahoma 4-H Centen-
nial History Book. State 4-H  
Ambassadors have been recruited to 
identify and interview 4-H alumni 
and others who were involved in  
4-H. 
      
      Stewart said the Ambassadors 
also will conduct workshops about 
the history book and will be recruit-
ing other 4-H’ers to write and sub-
mit stories. 
      
     “Anyone who has a 4-H history 
they’d like to share is encouraged to 
submit it,” she said. “The finished 
history book will be a hardcover 
coffee-table-style book that chroni-
cles the history of Oklahoma 4-H 
through its centennial year of 2009.” 
      
      Historical stories or history book 
interview nominations may be  
submitted to Stewart by calling her 
at 405-744-7960 or e-mailing her at 
jessica.stewart@okstate.edu. 
      
      Stewart said State 4-H Officers 
are also incorporating the centennial 
into their goals and objectives. 
      
      “State officers will be creating 
videos and capturing footage of the 
top creative citizenship projects,” 
Stewart said. “Videos will be  
submitted, and the top 100 will be  
selected to celebrate 100 years of  
4-H citizenship projects.”  
      
      A special “Oklahoma 4-H  
Centennial Garden” is being devel-
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“If you’re a 4-H  
parent, remember 
t h a t  y o u r 
involvement in 
y o u r  c h i l d ’ s 
p r o j e c t s 
d e t e r m i n e s 
successes or 
f a i l u r e s ,  s o 
resolve now to set 
aside time for 
your child to get 
the most out of  
4-H.” 
 

Project Focus- Record Keeping  

Welcome to Woods County 4-H! 
    The school year is off 
and running, and by the 
time you receive this 
newsletter, you may 
have already attended 
your first 4-H meeting of 
the year as well.   

    If you’ve just joined         
4-H, welcome to the 
Woods County 4-H pro-
gram!  If you are continu-
ing as a 4-H member, it’s 

great to have you remain 
with us, as we feel that 
our Woods County 4-H 
members are some of 
the best in the state!! 

    If you’re a 4-H par-
ent, remember that 
your involvement in 
your child’s projects 
determines successes 
or failures, so resolve 
NOW to get the 

most out of 4-H! 

  You only get back what 
you put into it!  Let’s 
have a successful 4-H 
year! 

   Writing these things down 
is very important. There are 
many ways for you to do 
this.  

Here are a few easy  
suggestions for you and 

your parents  
 
   First, buy a small spiral 
notebook and label it, “My                                 
4-H Activities”. Each time 
you attend and participate in 
a 4-H activity, write it down 
in the notebook.  Another 
idea, some 4-H members 
buy a recipe box and jot 
down their completed activi-
ties on the cards.   
 

   Another idea, perhaps  
buy a calendar and write on 
the date that each 4-H activ-
ity was completed.  It does 
not matter which method 
used, the important thing is 
to do it.  Keep records 
throughout the year.  
 
  Parents, it would be a 
good idea to come by the 
Woods County Extension 
Office and pick up a copy of 
the county report form for 
the record book that is to be 
completed at the end of the 
year.  This will give you an 
idea for the purpose of 
keeping records. If you have 

   As you begin your 4-H year, 
it is important for you to keep 
track of all you do in     4-H. 
You will need to write down 
every thing you do which re-
lates to your project work and 
that you complete for commu-
nity service.  
 
   “Community Service” are 
things you do to help others in 
your community. A couple of 
examples may be Christmas 
caroling at the nursing home 
or maybe you help an elderly 
person with there housework 
or lawn care.  
 
   “Leadership” is a little 
harder for the younger mem-
bers to keep track of. Leader-
ship would be organizing a 
group of 4-H members to 
conduct a trash pick up in the 
neighborhood or organizing a 
group of other 4-Hers to bake 
cookies for National 4-H 
week.  
 

 

Insert Picture—- 2009 Woods 
County 

4-H Banquet Jacket Award  
Winners ! 
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The Woods County 4-H 

Achievement Banquet 

was a successful at-

tempt to increase par-

ticipation numbers by 

scheduling earlier and 

avoiding school events.  This year, 

165 were in attendance!   

 
 

Remember 
to send your  

“Thank 
You’s”  

 

Members who received awards are 

strongly encouraged to follow 

through with writing thank-you 

notes to the sponsors  of the many 

awards presented.  You will find a 

sheet with the sponsor’s name and 

address within this newsletter.  

 

Woods Co. 4-H Achievement Banquet 

County Officer’s Elections, Training and Installation 

September 29, 6:30 p.m. - Women’s Building, Fairgrounds 

Our training session for all local 
club officers will be held at 
6:30 p.m. Tuesday, September 
29, at the Woods County Fair-
grounds.   
 
Training sessions for club presi-
dents, vice-presidents, secretar-
ies, reporters and recreation 
(game & song) leaders are led 
by last year’s county officer 
team.   
 
All local 4-H club officers should 
plan to attend to help them learn 

the duties and responsibilities asso-
ciated with their office. 
 
As we have done the past couple of 

years, we will have pizza for those 
attending.  It is a good way to kick 
off the new year while enjoying vis-
iting with other members around 
the county. 
 
This is also the time to elect the 

2009-2010 county 4-H officer team 
for the new year.  We will install the 
new officers for the year  at our 
Share-the-Fun Contest on Novem-
ber 17, 2009, so  if your hopes are 
to serve as a county officer, plan 
to follow through by attending this 
special activity.    
 
To be eligible for a county office, a 
member must be at least 13 years-
old by January 1, 2010 and have 
completed a county record book 
this past year.   Each local club—
Alva, Freedom, and Waynoka—-  
will be allowed five (5) voting dele-
gates. 
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Three to five minutes allowed for pres-
entation.  

4. Job Readiness Event - senior mem-
bers only, contact Kourtney or Karen 
for materials. 

5. NEW THIS YEAR—Powerpoint Pres-
entations– open to Jr., Int. and Sr. 
members.  

Here’s the details:   

A.  Presentation should be on a memory 

stick or CD.  No Zip™ disk or zipped files 

should be used as it may not be compatible 

with equipment. 

B.  Participants should bring two copies of 

their presentation as a handout with six 

slides per page. These handouts will be for 

the contest judge ’ s benefit ( especially, 

incase of equipment compatibility prob-

lems ) .  

C.  Presentation should be 5-7 minutes in 

length.   

D.  Presentation must have been created 

by the contestant. 

E. Participants will be expected to load 

and run their own disk.  

F. No teams.  Individual presentations 

only.   

The Woods County 4-H Public 
Speaking Contest will be taking 
place in October.  Mark your calen-
dar for Thursday, October 22, at 6:00 
p.m. 
 
Entry forms will soon be sent to all  
4-H organizational leaders and they 
are due in the Extension Office by 
Friday, October 16.  The location 
of the contest will be the Waynoka 
School . 
There will be three age divisions: 
• Junior  - 9-10 years old as of Janu-

ary 1, 2010 
• Intermediate  - 11-12 years of as of 

January 1, 2010 
• Senior  - 13 & older as of  
      January 1, 2010 
 
The five categories are as follows: 
1. Illustrated Presentations - Time 

limit 12 minutes (includes setup and 
take down), any subject.  Individuals 
or team presentations.  Presenta-
tions should be 5-12 minutes in 
length.  

2. Speeches - And subject; 3-5 min-
utes in length. No visuals allowed. 

3. Extemporaneous - Senior division 
only.  Participants will draw a topic.  
One minute thought time allowed.  

EQUIPMENT PROVIDED 
 
A computer and projector will be provided 
for this contest. The computer will be 
loaded with the current version of Power-
Point commonly used at Oklahoma State 
University. Other presentation programs will 
not be provided or allowed. 
 
Four-H members who will be old enough to 
attend 4-H Round Up next  year may want 
to choose a topic that can be entered in a 
“special” category at Round-Up.  Some 
examples of these are: 

• Banking 
• Dairy Foods 
• Food / Nutrition 

Others that may have special categories at 
State 4-H Round-Up are: Animal Science, 
Breads, Clothing and Textiles, Conserva-
tion, Crafts, Electric, Plant and Soil Sci-
ence, Home Environment and Woodwork-
ing. 
 
If any 4-H member needs help in finding or 
gathering information for a talk or demon-
stration, feel free to come to the Extension 
Office and Karen will be glad to help.  
Come neatly dressed to the Public Speak-
ing Contest, and make sure to wear a 
smile! 

Public Speaking Contest and Job Readiness Event 
October 22 - 6:00 p.m. 

District Leadership Conference  
BAYMONT INN, ENID 

The 4-H Leadership Confer-
ence is a great place to get 
acquainted with 4-H mem-
bers from across Northwest 
Oklahoma.  It is also where 
the process begins for the 
election of our district offi-
cers for next year.   

 
Delegates will take home 
ideas and information that can 
be used in their community 
and county. 
 
Delegates must be at least 13 
years old by January 1, 2010.  

The conference fee will be 
$95.00  This includes lodging 
and most meals.   
 
Registration fees are due in 
the Woods County OSU  
Extension Office by  
September 18.  
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Acts will be divided into junior 
and senior divisions and also into 
individual, small group and large 
group presentations.  Members 
who are 13 years or older by 
January 1, 2010 are considered 
senior members.   
 
Junior and senior members 
can participate in the same 
act, but the act will be consid-
ered a Senior Act when select-
ing awards .  An individual act 
will consist of one member 
plus an accompanist when re-

Entry forms for the 
Share-the-Fun Contest will be 
sent during the month of Octo-
ber to each organizational 
leader. Again this year, the  
contest will be held on a Tues-
day night, in hopes of encourag-
ing more participants.   
 
Forms will also be available in 
the Woods County Extension 
Office.  The Alva High School 
Auditorium was chosen as the 
location for the 4-H Share-the-
Fun Contest. 

quired.  Small groups consist 
of four or less. 

Acts should be no longer than six 
minutes.  An additional four min-
utes is allowed 
for setting up 
and removing 
props.  A mem-
ber can be in a 
maximum of 
two acts. The 
deadline for 
entering acts is Wednesday,  
November 13.  

Share-the-Fun Contest 
November 17- 6:00 p.m.—Alva High School 

Shooting Sports Project  
  

The 4-H Trap Shooting members will begin practic-
ing on Wednesdays during the month of Septem-
ber 16 at the 4-H Trap Range located near Way-
noka.  If 4-H members are interested in this pro-
gram, call the Extension Office at 327-2786 to be-
gin practicing with the group.  Any new shotgun 
shooters need to contact the Extension Office to 
get additional training arranged before the regular 
practice sessions begin.   Sid Judd will be our 
shooting sports project  leader  at the present time.   
Four-H members must have their Hunter Safety 
Card and at least 9 years of age to participate in 
any shooting sports.  4-H members may want to 
call the Oklahoma Department of Wildlife to check 
on a class near Woods County. Make plans to par-
ticipate in the Woods County 4-H Shooting Sports 
project! 

Participation in  
Competitive Events 

Please note that members are strongly en-

couraged to attend at least TWO MEETINGS 
before they participate in any county com-
petitive events such as Share-the-Fun, Live-

stock Shows, Public Speaking Contest, etc. 

 

The local club is where members will gain 

much from the 4-H program through  

leadership opportunities, community  

service activities and interaction with other 

members.  

 

Attending 4-H meetings is essential!  



• Drink from cups or 
glasses instead of using 
plastic water bottles. 

 
• Recycle paper of all 

types.  Remember to 
shred or tear up paper 
with personal information 
on it. 

 
• Recycle old clothes 

through second hand 
shops or garage sales.  
Remember, to wash and 
med clothing items first.   

While there is no doubt that 
using reusable grocery bags 
is good for the environment, 
there are many other things 
we can do around the 
house, too. 
 
• Recycle tin cans, alumi-

num cans, glass contain-
ers, and plastics.  Re-
member these items 
need to be washed out. 

 
• Plastic bottle lids do not 

recycle. 
 

Parent’s Corner - “Remember to Recycle” 
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2009-2010 
“Guide to Events and Activities” 

 
At the October meetings, we will have 
a Guide to Events & Activities to give 

to each member (or fam-
ily).  The guide is a sum-
mary of the 4-H events and 
activities that take place in 
Woods County.   
 

2009- 2010 4-H Parents &  
Volunteers Council Officers 

 
Elections for the 2009-2010 Woods 
County 4-H Leaders and  Parents 
Officers  were held at the July 28  4-H 
Leaders and Parents meeting. The 
new officers are: President—Debra 
Rankin; Vice-President - Michelle 
Mapes; Secretary-Treasurer - Terri 
Owen and Reporter – Anita Noland.  
Congratulations, and we appreciate 
your willingness to serve in these 
leadership positions for our Woods 
County 4-H Program! 

 

Please take one home, share it with 
your parents, and make sure you  
look it over yourself!  It is not in-
tended to be a book of rules on each 
particular event, but just a summary 
so those who may not be familiar 
with an event can get a quick over-
view. 

Denver Western 4-H Roundup 
 
The Denver Western 4-H 
Roundup is January 6-13, 2010.  
This is a leadership conference 
for 4-H members from several 
western states.  Oklahoma can 
send 53 delegates; the first 53 
eligible delegates will be ac-
cepted so, if you are 15 or older 
by January 1,  2010 and inter-
ested in the conference, let us 
know soon!   
 
Registration is due in the State 
4-H Office near October 14 . The 
cost is  $600.  

National 4-H Week  
October 4-10  

 
It’s our week to shine!  4-H mem-
bers from across the United 
States will be observing National 
4-H Week.  Local clubs through-
out Woods County will be having 
special activities during the 
week.  Many of these activities 
draw attention to our clubs and 
increase our visibility in the com-
munity.  Do your part to help 
your  club observe National 4-H 
Week October 5-11!  Be listening 
and watching for National 4-H 
Week Campaign ads.   The en-
tire month of October is desig-
nated as 4-H Month in Okla-
homa. 
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November 17   Share-The-Fun Contest 
6:00 p.m.   Alva High School 
 
December 5   NW District 4-H Share-the- 
   Fun Contest-TBA 
 
January 9, 2010  4-H Day - Oakwood Mall - Enid 
 
January 27, 2010  NW Dist. Livestock Judging  
 Contest - Enid 

 
April 18, 2010   Fashion Revue & 
2:00 p.m.   Impressive Dress Contest 
                                      Freedom High School 
 
 
 
Dates for Woods County 4-H activities and events were 
scheduled at the recent 4-H Parents and Leaders meeting 
held on July 28.  These dates, as well as some of the district 
and state events, are listed above.  Please mark these 
dates on your calendar  so that you will not miss any oppor-
tunities to participate! 

2009 - 2010  Woods County 4-H Calendar 

   
September 29  County Officer Elections,  
6:30 p.m.   Installation & Club Officers’  
   Training  
 
October 17   NW District Trap Shoot-Enid 
 
October 4-10   National 4-H Week 
 
October  24   State Trap Shoot—El Reno 
 
October 14-16  NW District 4-H Leadership Con-

ference - ENID 
 
October 22   Public Speaking Contest  
6:00 p.m .  Waynoka School 
 
November 10  4-H Parents’ and Volunteer’s  
4:15 p.m.  Meeting – Woods County 
 Courthouse Conference Room 
 

 

  7:00pm  Ice Cream Treat! $1 bowl– Women’s Buildin g 
  7:00pm  THE RUFFCUTS CONCERT 
  9:00PM  Merchant’s Building closes 
 
SATURDAY< SEPTEMBER 12  
 
   8:00am  4-H/FFA Livestock Judging Contest—Regist ration in  
  Beef Barn 
   8:00-8:30am Horse Show Entries taken  
   8:30am  Horse Show Events—INDOOR Arena  
   8:30am  Judging Contest  - Breaking into groups 
 10:00am   Merchant’s Exhibit Building Opens 
 10:00am-4:00pm  Salt Fork Craftsmen Demonstrations  
 11:30am  Horse Show Speed Events-OUTDOOR Arena 
 12:30pm    Stick Horse Rodeo                             
   2:00pm    Team Goat Roping Competition   
   6:00pm  RELEASE EXHIBITS / MERCHANTS BLDG CLOSES  
 
   6:00pm  DEMOLITION DERBY 
  

  

EXHIBITS LEFT OVER MUST BE PICKED UP 
8AM - 12 NOON  

WOMEN’S BLDG – MONDAY, SEPT 14 
  

 

THURSDAY< SEPTEMBER 10 
 
  8:00 am-1:00pm Poultry/Rabbits in place ( poultry will be blood-tested) 
10:00am    Judging of OHCE Exhibits 
12 Noon    FLORAL ENTRY DEADLINE 
  1:00pm   Judging of Floral Exhibits  
  3:00pm  Merchant’s Exhibit Building Opens to Publ ic—”Jumps of 
  Fun” & Rock Wall open 
  5:00pm  All livestock in place (including bucket calves), weigh 
      sheep, then cattle – turn in barrow weights 
  5:30pm    ALL EXHIBITS IN PLACE, including Bucket  Calves  
  6:30pm    Judge Poultry, Rabbits, and Agriculture   
        (open class—4-H/FFA) 
  6:30pm    Horseback Broom Polo 
  6:30pm  Poultry & Rabbit, Agriculture, Open Class , 4-H & FFA  
  Judging 
  7:00pm   “Death by Chocolate” Competition 
  9:00pm    Merchant’s Exhibit Building Closes 
 
FRIDAY< SEPTEMBER 11 
 
  8:00am   Judging of Swine, Bucket Calves, Beef Ca ttle, Sheep,  
     Goats—RELEASING ALL LIVESTOCK AT CONCLUSION 
      OF THE GOAT SHOW 
  9:00am   Judging of Open Class Homemaking / 4-H E xhibits  
                                          Cultural Arts & Fine Art Exhibits 
  3:00pm  Merchant’s Building opens to public. “Jum ps of Fun” &  
                                           Rock Wal l open 
     
 

2009 Woods County Free Fair2009 Woods County Free Fair2009 Woods County Free Fair2009 Woods County Free Fair    



Woods County Cooperative Extension Service 
Oklahoma Sate University 
407 Government Street - Room 11 
Alva, Oklahoma 73717-2260 

We’re on the Web! 

http://oces.okstate.edu/woods 

Phone: 580-327-2786 
Fax: 580-327-2791 
E-Mail:  karen.armbruster@okstate.edu 
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Karen Armbruster         
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